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1find it particularly sad that so many of my fellow Houstonians who have not visited Galveston
since Hurricane Ike have assumed that there is not much left there.

Sure, most of the businesses that were on the water on Scawall Blvd. are no longer there,
and yes, the effects of 10 feet of water downtown and around the Strand are having many busi-
nesses turned inside out as business owners there work tirelessly to return to their business as
they were before the storm.

Working with Alice Melott of Keller Williams Galveston has given me an appre-
ciation for just how devastating the storm was and, on the other hand, how many things
miraculously survived.

When Alice, Barbara and I talked about what the perfect backdrop should be for the cover,
a lot of different Galveston venues were considered and each of us seemed to have a challenge
with each location, until we all agreed that the shot should be taken in front of the official Tall

Ship of Texas, Elissa.

Elissa (as many of her fans know) was built in Aberdeen,
Scotland, in 1877 and called on the port of Galveston in 1883,
1886 and, finally,1979. She was purchased and restored by the
Galveston Historical Foundation (GHF) and is diligently and
lovingly maintained by a volunteer crew who donates more
than 27,000 hours each year to keep her sailing. Yes, Elissa,
one of the few active 19th-century tall ships in the U.S., still

sails the Gull waters off Galveston at least once a year, a reward

for crew and invited guests of GHF.

Elissa survived the most devastating hurricane since 1900

e s Me=i_— (Hurricanelke), and she rode it out in her berth at 22nd and
‘ Harborside Drive. The minor damage to her and the major
damage to her docks and workshop will not keep her from
sailing this March as scheduled.

Both Elissa and Lasker House, to me, serve
as monuments to the strength of Galveston
and its people and the business people on the
Strand who work around the clock to get their
shops ready to open in time for Mardi Gras
(Galveston style).

Another survivor of both of Galveston’s
major hurricanes is the Lasker House on
16th Street at Avenue K. This magnificent,
double-gallery Greek Revival home was originally built in 1868 as the private residence of
attorney Marcus C. McLemore. It also served as the Lasker Home for Homeless Children for
over 80 years.

The photo on Page 6 of the Galveston Association of Realtors was shot on the steps of Lasker
House.

In many ways, the Lasker House, Elissa and our cover honoree, Alice Melott of Keller
Williams Realty, serve as icons for the strength, endurance and perseverance that is

Galveston!
Good reading, good sales and success to you!
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